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WHO 

GRACIE: A master of “illogical logic” and the zany leading lady of a 1940s vaudeville radio 

program.  

 

GEORGE: Gracie’s husband, and the straight man to Gracie’s silly woman act.  

 

A MASTER MALE VAUDEVILLE PERFORMER who plays 

TRUMAN: The radio program announcer and chief advertiser 

FRANK: The smooth-talking, tenor-singing ladies’ man 

RAY: The fey British orchestra leader. 

 

BUBBLES: Gracie’s bubbly assistant, and the only other woman on the program.  

 

WHAT 

A look at women who have run for U.S. President. 

 

WHERE 

A 1940s, live-audience radio studio. 

 

WHEN 

1940, before, after, and always. 

 

WHY 

Because of the always.  
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Episode 1 

Government Jobs 

February 28, 1940 

 

TRUMAN: Hel-lotion my friends. The Hinds Honey & Almond Cream Program. 

 

[Zany intro music begins.] 

 

TRUMAN (continuing over the music): Starring George Burns and Gracie Allen with Frank 

Parker, Ray Noble and his orchestra, and Truman Bradley speaking. 

 

[Brassy conclusion to intro music.] 

 

TRUMAN: And now for those smooth, friendly hands: George Burns and Hinds honey Gracie 

Allen. 

 

[Applause.] 

 

GEORGE (over the applause): Thank you! Thank you very much. 

 

GRACIE: Hello.  

 

GEORGE: Hello. Gracie, coming down to the studio today I saw a big banner saying, “Vote for 

Gracie.” 

 

GRACIE: Yeah, I know.  

 

GEORGE: All over town I see billboards saying, “Put Gracie in the White House.” 

 

GRACIE: Mmhmm. 

 

GEORGE: It’s in the news reels. It’s in the papers. Signs right here on the stage saying, “Send 

Gracie to Washington.” What does this mean? 

 

GRACIE: Well, George, I’ll let you in on a secret. I’m running for president. 

 

[Delayed applause.] 

 

GEORGE (over the applause): You’re. You’re running for president? 

 

GRACIE: Yes. 

 

GEORGE: Gracie, how long has this been going on? 

 

GRACIE: For 150 years. George Washington started it.  
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[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Gracie, why are you running for president? 

 

GRACIE: Well because, that’s the only way you can get to the White House. You can’t just walk 

in and sit down. 

 

GEORGE: The idea is preposterous. 

 

GRACIE: And not only that, but it pays good money. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Look, you don’t stand a chance. Presidents are born! 

 

GRACIE: Well what do you think I was? Hatched? 

 

[Laughter, applause.] 

 

GEORGE: There’s nobody who’d be any happier about your success than I’d be. But in the 

entire history of the United States, there’s never been a woman president. 

 

GRACIE: Yeah isn’t that exciting? I’ll be the first one. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Gracie, have you any idea what a person has to be before they can become president? 

 

GRACIE: Sure. Elected. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: The whole thing is absurd. 

 

GRACIE: Oh, stop worrying, George. I may not even be elected until next November. 

 

GEORGE: Well, that’s a load off my mind. 

 

GRACIE: I might not even be in the White House before 1941. 

 

GEORGE: I see. In other words. You’re as good as in. 

 

GRACIE: I’m better than in.  

 

GEORGE: What do you mean, you’re better than in? 
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GRACIE: Well, if I was in now, I’d have to be getting out next January. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: You, the president of the United States. 

 

GRACIE: And Mexico. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: And Mexico? 

 

GRACIE: Well sure—it’s just across the border from California so it’ll be easy for them to vote 

for me. 

 

GEORGE: What about Canada? 

 

GRACIE: It’ll be a landslide. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: You know this may be a shock to you but there are some places that don’t belong to 

the United States. 

 

GRACIE: So what, how many votes are there in Glendale, anyway? 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: For president, it takes a person with tremendous stamina. A person with unusual 

ability and sound judgment. A mental genius! 

 

GRACIE: Oh, thanks. 

 

GEORGE: Thanks. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: This person has to have courage and show plenty of backbone. 

 

GRACIE: Show plenty of backbone? Well wait til you see my new evening dress. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: That still doesn’t make you a leader of men. You have to have plenty of followers. 

 

GRACIE: Well wait til you see my new evening dress 
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[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Oh quiet. The president must have determination. He must let people see what he’s 

made of. 

 

GRACIE: Well wait til you see / my new evening dress. 

 

GEORGE: My new evening dress. (Over laughter) I know, I know. 

 

GEORGE: How do I get mixed up in these things? 

 

FRANK: Hello, George. Hello, Gracie. 

 

GEORGE: / Hello. 

 

GRACIE: Hello, Frank.  

 

GRACIE: Frank is helping me in my campaign. 

 

GEORGE: Then it’ll be a tremendous success. 

 

GRACIE: Sure. You see every day I have to go out and kiss a lot of babies. And Frank goes 

along with me to kiss the mothers. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: He does? 

 

GRACIE: Yeah.  

 

FRANK: Oh yes, boy, and I’m a terrific speaker. Why I addressed 500 mothers this afternoon.  

 

GEORGE: What’d you say to them? 

 

FRANK: Get in line there, kitties, get in line. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Kitties?  

 

GRACIE: Yeah, he did. 

 

GEORGE: Now, listen to me, Gracie. This thing has gotta stop before it goes too far. 

 

[Door opens.] 
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BUBBLES: Miss Allen? The photographers are ready now to take those campaign pictures. 

 

GRACIE: Oh. Oh now don’t go away boys--I’ll be right back. 

 

[Door closes.] 

 

GEORGE: Now listen to me, fellas-- 

  

TRUMAN: Stop worrying, George. Gracie’s promised to give us all swell government jobs. 

 

GEORGE: Government jobs? 

 

TRUMAN: Sure.  

 

GEORGE: Are you sap enough to fall for that, Truman?  

 

TRUMAN: Sap? Just a minute, George. That’s no way to speak to a Supreme Court Justice. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Supreme Court Justice? Truman, do you actually believe-- 

 

RAY: Just think, George. I’ll be the only ambassador to Great Britain who ever played a violin. 

 

GEORGE: Gracie told you that she would make you ambassador to Great Britain? 

 

RAY: Yes. Oh I had my choice of that or secretary of the Navy. 

 

GEORGE: I see. But you didn’t want to be secretary of the Navy. 

 

RAY: No, I look so silly in a sailor suit. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: This whole thing is ridiculous. What did she promise to make you, Frank? Secretary 

of the Treasury? 

 

FRANK: Well she wanted to, George, but I’m too smart to tumble for anything like that.  

 

GEORGE: Well I’m glad there’s somebody that found this program with some sense. 

 

FRANK: I’m the new postmaster general.  

 

[Laughter.] 
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GEORGE: Postmaster general? 

 

FRANK: Sure, on account of my experience. 

 

GEORGE: What experience have you had?  

 

FRANK: Wanna play post office? 

 

GEORGE: Oh go away, go away.  

 

[Laughter. Door closes.] 

 

GRACIE: Oh boys, boys. Wait til you see the picture I had taken. 

 

GEORGE: I’m not interested in any picture. We’re here to do a broadcast. 

 

GRACIE: You know--the Democrats have a donkey, and the Republicans have an elephant.  

 

GEORGE: What have you got, a squirrel? 

 

GRACIE: Oh, I wish I had thought of that. But I posed with a kangaroo. 

 

GEORGE: Kangaroo? 

 

GRACIE: Well it’ll make a wonderful campaign picture.  

 

GEORGE: I bet. 

 

GRACIE: It was a mama kangaroo, and a little baby kangaroo was sticking his head out of the 

pouch-- 

 

GEORGE: A baby kangaroo sticking his head out of the pouch? 

 

GRACIE: Yes, and it’s gonna be my election slogan. 

 

GEORGE: What slogan? 

 

GRACIE: “It’s in the bag.” 

 

[Laughter, applause.] 

 

GEORGE (over laughter): It is, huh? 

 

GRACIE (over laughter): Yeah yeah yeah.  

 

GEORGE: And now, Truman Bradley. 
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TRUMAN: Has any man ever said to you, “Darling, I love you forever.” He says “forever,” but 

in your secret heart you know he means “forever” as long as you keep yourself attractive. So by 

all means, help your hands keep their smooth loveliness. Use Hinds Honey and Almond Cream 

day in and day out. Every single ingredient in Hinds lotion is good for rough or tender skin, 

whether it’s on your face, your hands, or your body. This fine, fragrant cream helps prevent 

chaffing and roughness and that awful weathered dryness that makes your skin look so drawn 

and old. Smooth Hinds lotion all over your red hands and wrists. Notice how even one 

application makes your chapped hands feel softer, look more appealing. Use Hinds as a powder 

base, too. See how evenly it holds the powder. No caking at all. And as a body rub, Hinds is a 

honey. It’s so extra creamy, extra softening, that every drop brings real soothing comfort to 

tender skin. Hinds Honey and Almond Cream contains two vitamins, too: A and D. You can 

count on Hinds, H-I-N-D-S, for softer, smoother, lovelier skin on hands, face, and body.  

 

[Applause.] 

 

TRUMAN: Say Gracie, what’s going to be the name of your party? 

 

GRACIE: Well, Truman, you’ve heard of the Democratic Party and the Republican Party? 

 

TRUMAN: Yes. 

 

GRACIE: Well mine’s gonna be the Surprise Party. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: The what? 

 

GRACIE: The Surprise Party. Surprise. S-U-R-P-R-I-S-E. 

 

GEORGE: Yeah S for screwy, U for useless— 

 

TRUMAN: The Surprise Party is a swell name, I think. How’d you happen to come up with that, 

Gracie? 

 

GRACIE: Well, my daddy is a Democrat, and my mother is a Republican, and when I was born, 

I was a surprise. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: At least, Gracie, if you are elected, I’ll get rid of you for four years. 

 

GRACIE: Twelve years. 

 

GEORGE: Twelve years? 
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GRACIE: Sure, I’m not superstitious about third terms.  

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: You’re not. Do you people realize that right now our sponsor is probably listening? 

 

RAY: Well I say, Bubbles. I happened to see a drawing of you and the Republican president. 

Quite flattering, too. Who drew that?  

 

BUBBLES: Mr. Noble, that was an elephant.  

 

[Laughter.] 

 

RAY: It’s amazing. What will they teach them to do next?  

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GRACIE: Bubbles, sit down and take a letter.  

 

BUBBLES: Alright 

 

GRACIE: Um. Frank, what’s today’s date? 

 

FRANK: Elsie. Edna couldn’t make it. 

 

[Light laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: February 28th.  

 

BUBBLES: Alright, I’m ready. 

 

GRACIE: Oh good. To all other presidential candidates - semicolon - United States of America - 

period. Gentlemen - question mark.  

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Gentlemen question mark? 

 

BUBBLES: I’ve got it.  

 

GRACIE: Well boys the jig is up.  

 

GEORGE: Well it’s a nice opening.  
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GRACIE: Election Day will be in November this year. Turkeys will cost you 38 cents a pound. 

Cranberries will be 50 cents a bucket. Plum puddings will be two dollars each. But a good 

president won’t cost you a nickel. So be sure to go out and vote for me.  

 

[Laughter, applause.] 

 

GEORGE: You’re--you’re asking the other presidential candidates to vote for you?  

 

GRACIE: Well sure. There are so many presidential candidates, that if I only get half of them to 

vote for me, I’m bound to be elected.  

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: I see what you mean. 

 

GRACIE: Sign it, “Gracie Allen, President of the United States,” and mail it out right away.  

 

GEORGE: Gracie, you’re not president yet.  

 

GRACIE: Well, I will be by the time this letter is delivered.  

 

[Light laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: That’s some letter. 

 

GRACIE: And Bubbles, make… 50,000 copies. 

 

GEORGE: One for each candidate. 

 

GRACIE: Yes.  

 

GEORGE: I thought so, yes. 

 

GRACIE: Bubbles. Address the envelopes in girlish handwriting. Mark it personal, and send it to 

their home. I want their wives to read it, too. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: 50,000 copies. Well it’s a nice hunk of postage to throw away. 

 

FRANK: What do you mean, postage? I’ll initial the corners of the envelopes and they won’t 

need stamps. 

 

GEORGE: Frank, would you believe this, for a minute I forgot that you were postmaster general.  

 

FRANK: Well, that’s life I guess. 
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GEORGE: Yes I guess so.  

 

BUBBLES: Miss Allen, the reporters are here. 

 

GRACIE: Oh, well. Send them in.  

 

GEORGE: The reporters? 

 

GRACIE: Uh huh. 

 

[Door opens.] 

 

BUBBLES: This way, gentlemen. 

 

[Door closes.] 

 

REPORTER: Miss Allen, my newspaper wants to know just what your platform is. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GRACIE: As I happen to be the most prominent representative of the only unrepresented class in 

the republic, and perhaps the most practical exponent of the principles of equality, I request the 

favor of being permitted to address the public. While others of my sex devoted themselves to a 

crusade against the laws that shackle the women of the country, I asserted my individual 

independence; while others prayed for the good time coming, I worked for it; while others sought 

to show that there was no valid reason why woman should be treated socially and politically as a 

being inferior to man, I boldly entered the arena of politics and business and exercised the rights 

I already possessed. I therefore claim the right to speak for the unenfranchised women of the 

country, and believing as I do that the prejudices that still exist in the popular mind against 

women in public life will soon disappear, I now announce myself as a candidate for the 

Presidency.  

 

I am quite well aware that in assuming this position I shall evoke more ridicule than enthusiasm 

at the outset. But this is an epoch of sudden changes and startling surprises. What may appear 

absurd to-day will assume a serious aspect to-morrow. I am content to wait until my claim for 

recognition as a candidate shall receive the calm consideration of the press and the public. They 

cannot roll back the rising tide of reform. The world moves. 

 

A great national question is wanted, to prevent a descent into pure sectionalism. That question 

exists in the issue, whether woman shall remain sunk below or be elevated to all the political 

rights enjoyed by man. The simple issue whether woman should not have this complete political 

equality is the only one to be tried, and none more important is likely to arise before the 

Presidential election. But besides the question of equality others of great magnitude are 

necessarily included. The platform that is to succeed in the coming election must enunciate the 

general principles of enlightened justice and economy. 
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A complete reform in our system of prison discipline, having specially in view the welfare of the 

families of criminals, whose labor should not be lost to them; the rearrangement of the system 

and control of internal improvements; the adoption of some better means for caring for the 

helpless and indigent; the establishment of strictly mutual and reciprocal relations with all 

foreign Powers who will unite to better the condition of the productive class as the true wealth of 

the country, and give it a just position beside capital, thus introducing a practical plan for 

universal government upon the most enlightened basis, for the actual, not the imaginary benefit 

of mankind. 

 

These important changes can only be expected to follow a complete departure from the beaten 

tracks of political parties and their machinery; and this, I believe my canvass of 1872 will effect. 

I trust that my sincerity will not be called into question. I have deliberately and of my own 

accord placed myself before the people as a candidate for the Presidency of the United States, 

and having the means, courage, energy, and strength necessary for the race, intend to contest it to 

the close. 

 

REPORTERS: mad / lewd / indecent / vile  

 

harpie / jailbird / impudent witch 

 

impure / depraved / revoltingly nasty 

 

Mrs. Satan 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

GRACIE: My platform? It’s knotted pine, trimmed with oak, and inlaid with California redwood. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: That’s to match your head. 

 

GRACIE: Yes.  

 

GEORGE: I thought so, yes. 

 

REPORTER: Miss Allen, what would be the first thing you would do if you were elected. 

 

GRACIE: I’d put my daddy in the Senate. 

 

GEORGE: Your daddy doesn’t know anything about the Senate. 

 

GRACIE: Oh yeah? He’s been making speeches from the floor for years. 

 

[Laughter.] 
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REPORTER: Are you in favor of monopolies? 

 

GRACIE: Well I don’t play Monopoly. I like mahjong better. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

REPORTER: And what do you think of the Neutrality Bill? 

 

GRACIE: Well if we owe it, let’s pay it. 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

GEORGE: Gracie, why don’t you call this off. You know you know nothing about it. You 

haven’t said one thing that’s right. 

 

GRACIE: Well I’d rather be president than right.  

 

[Laughter.] 

 

REPORTER: Miss Allen, what do you think of our national debt? 

 

GRACIE: Well we oughta be proud of it. It’s the biggest in the world! 

 

[Laughter.] 

 

REPORTER: Now Miss Allen, just a few more questions.  

 

GEORGE: Boys, / boys! 

 

REPORTER: Is there anything you can actually-- 

 

GEORGE: Boys! Are you through? 

 

REPORTER: Not yet, Mr. Burns, but don’t feel like you have to stick around on our account. 

 

GEORGE: Now this is the end. I’m going to call up the sponsor and explain the whole thing to 

him. I’m not gonna lose my job. 

 

[Sound of dialing.] 

 

GEORGE: Hello, Mr. Marvin?  

 

MARVIN: Yes? 

 

GEORGE: This is George Burns speaking. 
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MARVIN: Oh yes, how are you? 

 

GEORGE: Well I just want to call you up and tell you that I have nothing to do with Gracie’s 

running for president. I’ve been trying to do a broadcast and all she’s been doing is giving away 

political jobs. 

 

GRACIE: Well that’s a president’s privilege, / and believe me-- 

 

GEORGE: Oh, quiet. Quiet! Let me get through talking. It’s ridiculous, Mr. Marvin. Making a 

tenor a postmaster general. Making an announcer a Supreme Court justice. It’s not my doing and 

I just want to tell you that I’m not going to stand for it.  

 

MARVIN: Just a minute, Mr. Burns. Don’t raise your voice to the secretary of state. 

 

GEORGE: Secretary of state?!  

 

[Laughter, applause.] 

 

GEORGE: Well, Gracie, say goodnight. 

 

GRACIE: Well, goodnight. I’ll see you in the White House. 

 

GEORGE: Goodnight. 

 

[Applause. Outro music beings.] 

 

TRUMAN (over the music): Next Wednesday, same time, over these same stations, George and 

Gracie and all the rest of us will be back again. Don’t forget. And don’t forget for honeymoon 

hands, use Hinds Honey and Almond Cream. This is the Columbia Broadcasting System. 

 

[Applause. Music concludes.] 

 

Episode 2 

Hats off to Gracie 

March 6, 1940 

 

[etc] 

 


	TRUMAN: Hel-lotion my friends. The Hinds Honey & Almond Cream Program.
	GEORGE (over the applause): Thank you! Thank you very much.
	GRACIE: Hello.
	GEORGE: Hello. Gracie, coming down to the studio today I saw a big banner saying, “Vote for Gracie.”
	GRACIE: Yeah, I know.
	GEORGE: All over town I see billboards saying, “Put Gracie in the White House.”
	GRACIE: Mmhmm.
	GRACIE: Well, George, I’ll let you in on a secret. I’m running for president.
	GEORGE (over the applause): You’re. You’re running for president?
	GRACIE: Yes.
	GEORGE: Gracie, how long has this been going on?
	GRACIE: For 150 years. George Washington started it.
	GEORGE: Gracie, why are you running for president?
	GEORGE: The idea is preposterous.
	GRACIE: And not only that, but it pays good money.
	GEORGE: Look, you don’t stand a chance. Presidents are born!
	GRACIE: Well what do you think I was? Hatched?
	GRACIE: Yeah isn’t that exciting? I’ll be the first one.
	GEORGE: Gracie, have you any idea what a person has to be before they can become president?
	GRACIE: Sure. Elected.
	GEORGE: The whole thing is absurd.
	GRACIE: Oh, stop worrying, George. I may not even be elected until next November.
	GEORGE: Well, that’s a load off my mind.
	GRACIE: I might not even be in the White House before 1941.
	GEORGE: I see. In other words. You’re as good as in.
	GRACIE: I’m better than in.
	GEORGE: What do you mean, you’re better than in?
	GRACIE: Well, if I was in now, I’d have to be getting out next January.
	GEORGE: You, the president of the United States.
	GRACIE: And Mexico.
	GEORGE: And Mexico?
	GEORGE: What about Canada?
	GRACIE: It’ll be a landslide.
	GRACIE: So what, how many votes are there in Glendale, anyway?
	GRACIE: Oh, thanks.
	GEORGE: Thanks.
	GEORGE: This person has to have courage and show plenty of backbone.
	GRACIE: Show plenty of backbone? Well wait til you see my new evening dress.
	GEORGE: That still doesn’t make you a leader of men. You have to have plenty of followers.
	GRACIE: Well wait til you see my new evening dress
	GEORGE: Oh quiet. The president must have determination. He must let people see what he’s made of.
	GRACIE: Well wait til you see / my new evening dress.
	GEORGE: My new evening dress. (Over laughter) I know, I know.
	GEORGE: How do I get mixed up in these things?
	FRANK: Hello, George. Hello, Gracie.
	GEORGE: / Hello.
	GRACIE: Hello, Frank.
	GRACIE: Frank is helping me in my campaign.
	GEORGE: Then it’ll be a tremendous success.
	GEORGE: He does?
	GRACIE: Yeah.
	FRANK: Oh yes, boy, and I’m a terrific speaker. Why I addressed 500 mothers this afternoon.
	GEORGE: What’d you say to them?
	FRANK: Get in line there, kitties, get in line.
	GEORGE: Kitties?
	GRACIE: Yeah, he did.
	GEORGE: Now, listen to me, Gracie. This thing has gotta stop before it goes too far.
	[Door opens.]

